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President's Message

Dear Friends,

It’s truly an honour to be the President of SICI, and take forward the impressive
vision and direction created by the Past Presidents over the last 51 years! As
we start this journey and take advantage of the many assets and resources
available within the Institute, it is my commitment to extend support to each
one of you, to help achieve the full academic research potential.

We are all aware that Covid-19 has changed the global and local landscape of
all the countries and education is one of the hardest hit. I am proud to say that
SICI instantly adapted to the new normal and swung to action as soon as
mobility became a challenge due to the current limitations imposed by Covid19 outbreak & spread. Right from switching over to work from home to
launching two new Covid-19 response grants and Mitacs-SICI partnership
Globalink Research Award, we have got our scholars and scholarly activities
covered!

One of the focus areas in 2020 for SICI is to develop a 5-year Strategic Plan,
as we are in the process of renewing our MOU with Government of India. As
part of this, we want to gauge the feedback from our member institutions. SICI
has already launched a survey to facilitate conversation on many aspects of
our working, programmes, services etc. We immensely value your feedback
and the future programs will be planned with these inputs. Kindly submit the
feedback at the earliest, if not already done.

SICI has been working with Government funding right from its inception. Time
is ripe to widen the funding opportunities and in turn programmes for SICI,
along with Governments, moving to Industries, Foundations and well-wishers
for support. We are beginning to take baby steps by identifying potential
funders, possibilities of academic patenting and licensing in addition to

research and publications.

These are ambitious goals and we have work to do. I am looking forward to
listening, learning and sharing knowledge with member Institutions. It is
possible to achieve our goals and what will make this successful would be the
support of well-engaged SICI staﬀ, leadership and our member institutions.

I am confident that we will tide over the situation and brighter days are ahead!

Stay Safe

Dr Mini Shaji Thomas

What's On?

What's On?

In continuation with the last month's successful webinar series on writing grant
proposals, SICI's successful applicants talked about the important aspects and
various sections of the SICI grant/programme applications that can lead to a
successful proposal.
June 1 | Crafting a Proposal; SERIES 3: Shastri Mobility Programme
(SMP) | Watch here
June 5 | Crafting a Proposal - Series 4: Shastri Research Student
Fellowship(SRSF) - Doctoral | Watch here
June 8 | Crafting a Proposal - Series 5: Shastri Mobility Programme
(SMP) for STEM Disciplines | Watch here
***************************

SICI extended sincerest thanks to Dr John Reid for his leadership as SICI’s
President (2019-20) via Zoom meeting. Dr Reid also thanked Dr Prachi Kaul,
Director, SICI and the other staﬀ members for the support received during his
tenure. Dr Kaul said, "As a positive role model, SICI truly appreciates Dr Reid
for stepping up to the plate to lead, guide & support all of us & the Institute's
initiatives, eﬀorts."
*************************

Indian Members' Council Meeting & AGM

On June 20, SICI hosted its first ever virtual Indian Members' Council Meeting &
Annual General Meeting (AGM). Joining the meeting was Ms. Neeta Prasad,
Joint Secretary, Department of Higher Education, former Ministry of Human
Resource Development - MHRD (now Ministry of Education), and Mr Andrew
Smith, Minister (Commercial), High Commission of Canada in India. SICI
welcomed Dr Mini Thomas, Director, NIT Trichy as the new President of SICI
along with Dr Ramanjit Johal, Professor, Department of Public Administration,
Panjab University as Member-at-large, Dr Preet MS Bedi, Professor & Head,
Department of Pharmacutical Sciences, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar
as Nomination Committee Chair & Dr Surita Maini, Associate Professor,
Department of Electrical and Instrumentation Engineering, Sant Longowal
Institute of Engineering & Technology (SLIET) as Nomination Committee
Member.

(Clockwise: Dr Ramanjit Johal, Dr Preet MS Bedi & Dr Surita Maini)
******************************

A Partnership in Education
On the occasion of Canada Day (July 1), Honourable Sh (Dr) Ramesh N
Pokhriyal, Union Minister, Ministry of Education, Government of India, greeted
Canadian member institutions, and friends of SICI and hailed SICI's role as a
catalyst in changing the face of higher education & research corridor between
India and Canada. He also penned down an article reflecting on the strong
people-to-people ties and bilateral engagement between India and Canada in
this domain and said "I sincerely believe that the India-Canada relationship in
education and research will continue to grow, diversify, and bring immense
benefits to both countries." | Read article

**********************************

Dedicating July 2020 as the month for Canada Day celebrations, SICI hosted
the first ever Virtual Canada Day webinar series celebrating the dynamic IndiaCanada bilateral relations in the domain of higher education and research.
July 7 | Vision 2020 & Beyond - Higher Education & Research Cooperation
Between India & Canada | Watch here
Guest Speakers - Dr Alejandro Adem, President, Natural Sciences &
Engineering Research Council of Canada & Dr Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary,

Engineering Research Council of Canada & Dr Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary,
Department of Science & Technology, Government of India

(Clockwise: Dr Prachi Kaul, SICI, Dr Alejandro Adem, NSERC, Dr Ashutosh
Sharma, DST, & Dr Mini Thomas, SICI)
************************

(Clockwise: Dr Sophie D’Amours, UnivCan, Dr Pankaj Mittal, AIU &
Dr Prachi Kaul, SICI)

July 24 |Covid-19 Impact on Higher Education & Research:Disruption,
Aftermath & Solutions | Watch here
Guest Speakers - Dr Sophie D’Amours, Chair, Universities Canada Board of
Directors, & Rector, Université Laval & Dr Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General,
Association of Indian Universities (AIU)
*****************************

SICI hosted a quick knowledge boost webinars throughout the month of July
on diﬀerent grants/programmes such as on Shastri Institutional Collaborative
Research Grant (SICRG), Mitacs-SICI GRA, and newly launched Covid-19
Response Grants.
July 13 | Facts & Facets: Shastri Institutional Collaborative Research
Grant (SICRG) | Watch here
July 17 | Shastri Covid-19 Pandemic Response Grant (SCPRG) &
Shastri Research Grant (SRG) | Watch here
July 20 | Mitacs-SICI Partnership: Globalink Research Award (GRA) |
Watch here

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: A New Dawn
Dr Prachi Kaul, Director, SICI
On July 29, the Union Cabinet adapted the new National Education Policy
(NEP) proposing a roadmap of much-needed, sweeping changes in school and
higher education. Conceptualised and developed by former Ministry of Human
Resource Development - MHRD (now Ministry of Education), NEP 2020 is a true
hallmark of the 21st century, aimed at overhauling, and reforming all aspects of
education domain including system, regulation and governance. I congratulate
the team behind the creation of NEP that has worked tirelessly in creating the
aspirational educational goals of India.
Until July 28, draft NEP offered the opportunity to not only assimilate feedback
and views from the state, central, and private institutions, partners, and
representatives but also allowed participation of common citizens to share their
valuable feedback on what India needs to do to stand tall on the global platform
in this regard. For that matter, I was also contacted by the Department of Higher
Education to provide insights on international component of the new policy. This
whole exercise, I believe, was to encourage dialogue and challenge participants’
thinking capacities to build a comprehensive framework of an ambitious policy
that would change the face of education in India once and for all. Equal
opportunity for all, meritocracy, experiential learning, promotion of
multilingualism, focus on the development of cognitive skills in the individuals
such as critical thinking and problem solving, holistic development in both
academic and non-academic spheres are few of the many reforms
recommended in the policy. Another notable fact is that the Union Cabinet also
approved a plan to increase public spending on education to nearly 6% of gross
domestic product (GDP) from the current 4% in an effort to strengthen India's
economy following the impact of the coronavirus pandemic. So far so good, I
say!

Recommendations in NEP for Higher Education

1. University Grant Commission (UGC) and All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) to be replaced by a single Higher Education
Commission of India (HECI).
2. Regulatory System of Higher Education to be distinct for regulation,
accreditation, funding and academic standard setting - all under the
umbrella of Higher Education Commission of India (HECI).
3. 4 Verticals of HECI to be National Higher Education Regulatory Council
(HNERC), National Accreditation Council (NAC), Higher Education Grants
Council (HEGC) and General Education Council (GEC) which would
further form a National Higher Education Qualification Framework.
4. The professional councils, such as the Indian Council for Agricultural
Research (ICAR), Veterinary Council of India (VCI), National Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE), Council of Architecture (CoA), National
Council for Vocational Education and Training (NCVET) etc., will act as
Professional Standard Setting Bodies (PSSBs).
5. Universities to be named not on the basis of ownership but on quality of
education.
6. Impetus to multidisciplinary education. Even Indian Institute of
technology’s (IITs) to move towards a more holistic curriculum with arts
and humanities.
7. The undergraduate degree will be of either 3 or 4-year duration, with
multiple exit options within this period, with appropriate certifications, e.g.,
a certificate after completing 1 year in a discipline or field including
vocational and professional areas, or a diploma after 2 years of study, or a
Bachelor’s degree after a 3-year programme. The 4-year multidisciplinary
Bachelor's programme, however, shall be the preferred option;
Discontinuation of M.Phil programme.
8. Students pursuing 4 year degree programme would have an option of
getting a degree with Research if the research process is completed in the
area of study as specified.
9. National Research Foundation (NRF) would be set up with a goal to
enable 'a culture of research'. NRF would be governed independently by
rotating board of governors. Primary task or NRF would be to fund

rotating board of governors. Primary task or NRF would be to fund
competitive, peer reviewed grant proposals of all types and across all
disciplines and also act as a liaison between researchers and relevant
branches of government so as to allow breakthroughs.

International Component
The NEP features an important initiative towards internationalization of higher
education as it recommends the opening of universities from among the top 100
in the world to set up campuses in India. Also, top 100 institutions of India
would be allowed to explore foreign land to open its operations. However, no
further details have been provided in the NPE on operational side of these
initiatives. I presume, MOE will bring in a new bill encompassing all pertinent
details on operations of foreign universities. A similar bill was introduced way
back in the year 2013, but wasn’t accepted. After many ifs and buts, when this
recommendation will be adapted, I feel the doors will open for our Canadian and
Indian institutions to create synergies directly, and to do so there is no better
time than right now! SICI, with its unique bi-national character and as an
extended arm of MHRD, representing Indian and Canadian intellectual interests,
will be carefully observing the developments on this corridor and keep its
members’ updated.
Sum up
In such unusual times where we are witnessing a 180-degree change and an
almost complete paradigm shift in the existing education system in India, it is
realised that a good funding mechanism is surely at the core of these changes.
Any hits and misses will also depend on our willingness and right attitude to
accept and move on with the changing times at the earliest. The future of
research, learning and higher education will also be impacted greatly by the
ongoing digitalization and innovation in the overall education sector. The ground
is rich for a productive debate on various elements of the policy. We are still a
little far from seeing NEP come into full force as law, however, the seeds to recreate a new reality are now sown with a special thrust on experiential learning
and critical thinking. I really hope that the implementation of the NEP is done as
envisaged, only then it’s true worth will evolve.

envisaged, only then it’s true worth will evolve.

***********************************

Members' Corner...
APTI Organizes a Webinar on "Fellowship Opportunities
Available for Indian Nationals"
On June 4, Association of Pharmacy Teachers of India (APTI) organized a
webinar to create awareness among the pharmacy professionals on various
SICI fellowships available for faculty and students. Dr Prach Kaul was the
special guest and a resource person for the session in which she highlighted a
whole range of SICI fellowships, grants and programmes available for scholars
to pursue resarch in Indian and Canadian member institutions of SICI | Watch
here

IIT Roorkee inks agreement with the University of Alberta to
Oﬀer Joint Doctoral Degree Programmes: New agreements
open doors for Canada-India academic collaboration

IIT Roorkee and the University of Alberta disseminated a joint press release on
June 30, 2020, regarding their agreement to oﬀer Joint Doctoral Degree
Programme (JDP). Elated with the alliance, Prof. Ajit Chaturvedi, Director, IIT

Programme (JDP). Elated with the alliance, Prof. Ajit Chaturvedi, Director, IIT
Roorkee, said “This agreement will begin a new chapter in strengthening IndiaCanada ties in the education sector. IIT Roorkee looks forward to bolster and
formalize our long-standing research collaboration with UAlberta since the
1980s. Apart from improving the quality of exposure of our students, the JDP
agreement will hopefully catapult our research collaboration to greater heights”.
Taking note of the benefits, Dr. David H. Turpin, President, UAlberta said “These
programmes create new opportunities to equip doctoral students with
perspectives and skills that will benefit a global society. When we connect with
leading international institutions such as the IITs, we’re fuelling new capacity for
teaching, learning, and research.”

Webinar on "Opportunities for Indo-Canadian Research
Fellowships" in Collaboration with SHODH
Students for Holistic Development of Humanity (SHODH) in collaboration with
SICI hosted a webinar on July 24 to discuss grants, programmes and
scholarships offered by SICI at undergrad, masters, doctoral and post doctoral
levels. It was a virtual opportunity to engage, stimulate interaction and inform
the student community of not only about SICI awards and grants but also inform
them about the current research trends | Watch here

NMIMS Webinar on SICI Grants & Programmes
Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies (NMIMS) in collaboration with
SICI organized an orientation webinar for its students community to apprise
them about SICI grants and fellowships along with a discussion on how to
apply for these programmes under various categories | Watch here

Research Publications
Examining a non-conformist choice: The decisionmaking process toward
being childfree couples - Chandni Bhambhani & Anand Inbanathan;
Shastri Research Student Fellowship (Doctoral) 2016-17
Intergovernmental Fiscal Transfers and Gender Equality: Empirical

Intergovernmental Fiscal Transfers and Gender Equality: Empirical
Evidence from India - Lekha Chakraborty, Janet G. Stotsky,& Piyush
Gandhi; Shastri Mobility Programme(SMP) 2018-19
Amma's Daughters (video-reading of non-fiction book Amma’s Daughters)
- Dr Meenal Shrivastava; Shastri Scholar Travel Subsidy Grants (SSTSG)
2019-20
FusAtNet: Dual Attention based SpectroSpatial Multimodal Fusion
Network forHyperspectral and LiDAR Classification - Satyam Mohla,
Shivam Pande, Prof. Biplab Banerjee & Prof. Subhasis Chaudhuri; Shastri
Research Student Fellowship (Student) 2019-20
Morphological, dielectric and transport properties of garnet-type
Li6.25+yAl0.25La3Zr2-yMnyO12 (y = 0, 0.05, 0.1, and 0.2) - Brahma
Prakash Dubey, Asit Sahoo, Venkataraman Thangadurai, Yogesh Sharma;
Shastri Institutional Collaborative Research Grant (SICRG) 2016-2017

The Dark Cloud With a Silver Lining
Arun Dayanandan, Concordia University, Canada
As a recipient of a 2019-2020 Shastri Research Student Fellowship (SRSF)
award, Arun Dayanandan of Concordia University, Canada, had the opportunity
to visit many regions across India, from Delhi to Bangalore, Pondicherry to the
Seven Sister States. Experiencing the rich cultural and biological diversity firsthand has allowed him many enriching and valuable projects to be launched. His
work thus far has included publishing with a vast network of strong research
collaborators in prestigious academic journals, making field visits and collecting

collaborators in prestigious academic journals, making field visits and collecting
data, attending and delivering a large number of academic presentations and
workshops at top-tier universities across the country. With acknowledgement of
support of the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute, his most recent publication, “The
Dark Cloud With a Silver Lining: Assessing the Impact of the SARS COVID-19
Pandemic on the Global Environment” has been well-received at institutions
both in India and abroad (being the first of its kind in India). Being involved in
science communication for many years, the cultural experience of learning how
scientists in another part of the world communicate their work, as well as the
types of research interests that are shared was enlightening for Arun. As a
young scientist he is grateful to SICI for the opportunity provided to him.

His project in India consisted of two major components: (1) studying the
behaviours and genetics of a multi-coloured native-invasive species of land snail
in the Western Ghats, and (2) joining a network of researchers by lending his
skills and further developing other aspects of his research abilities through
collaboration. During the former, he spent time both in the laboratory and the
field at the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment with his
collaborator Prof. Aravind Madhyastha, seeking out wild specimens in order to
better understand why some colours of this species were more invasive than
others thereby affecting the production of cardamom in the Western Ghats.
Despite initial weather-related challenges, they were able to secure a number of
specimens and DNA sequences of individuals of differing colours of which Arun
is now in the process of learning the phylogenetic techniques required for the
analysis of this data, with the long-term goal of generating new knowledge on
this relatively understudied species and aiding in the development of new
management plans for cardamom plantations. During the second part of his
work in India, Arun worked on ongoing projects with Prof. M.L. Khan and his

work in India, Arun worked on ongoing projects with Prof. M.L. Khan and his
students at Dr. Harisingh Gour Central University, expanding his skillset from the
minute variation of behaviours and genes into the large-scale world of forestry
and geospatial analysis. It was during this time that many publications were
completed in addition to numerous presentations at universities within his
network of collaborators.
The support provided by SICI, it’s strong network of institutions, and friendly and
supportive members provided a fertile ground for his further development as a
young scientist continuing in the world of academia.

In Other News...
Dr. Asma Sayed, a Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU) researcher, has
been named a Canada Research Chair (CRC) in South Asian literary and
cultural studies | Read more
Dr. Shanthi Johnson, Executive Council member of SICI and member
representative of SICI's Canadian Members' Council from University of
Alberta, has been appointed to the Advisory Board of Indo-Canada
Chamber of Commerce for a two-year term starting August 2020 | Read
more
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