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Call for Abstracts Deadline Extension: Fri. January 26th, 11:59
pm MT
Struggling to stay afloat in the busy new
year? Never fear, a deadline extension is
here! NACCB 2018 has extended the
abstract deadline for full length talks,
speed talks, posters, and student
presentation award candidates. Abstracts
will be accepted until Friday January
26th, 11:59pm Mountain Time.
Visit the Call for Abstracts page for criteria
& requirements, and to submit an abstract.

Important Dates
February 2018: Registration opens! Sign up for NACCB field trips, workshops,
short courses, and events
March 2018: Abstract acceptance notifications sent
April 25th, 2018: Early Registration ends

June 30th, 2018: Regular Registration ends
July 21 – 26th, 2018: NACCB – Schedule at a Glance Note: Scientific
Program days: July 23rd – 25th
Ongoing: Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Stay tuned as we release more details!
Connect to the Congress: Facebook, Twitter & Instagram: @naccb2018
scbnorthamerica.org/naccb2018

SNAP! Policy News
The SCBNA Policy Committee —
the SNAP Committee for short —
engaged on several policy issues
in the last few months. First, they
assisted the Smith Fellows on
a comment letter to the
National Park Service regarding
the agency’s proposal to
drastically raise admission fees at
National Parks across the
country. The letter raises
concerns that this proposal would
reduce access to public lands and
disproportionately impact
economically disadvantaged segments of the American public, which in turn would
reduce people’s appreciation, care for, and connections to the natural world.

SNAP also worked with the
Wisconsin Chapter to submit
comments on legislation being
considered by the Wisconsin
state legislature that would
dramatically curtail protections for
wetlands in the state. The issue
of which wetlands should be
protected at the State and

Federal law has become a very
contentious one in recent years
with profound consequences for
biodiversity.
The SNAP Committee has also
approved changes to its policy
review process to make the
process more user-friendly for
SCBNA chapters and members.
Information on how to submit
draft policy statements for
approval can be found here.
Want to come to Washington
D.C.? The American Institute of Biological Sciences (AIBS) will be hosting its annual
Congressional visits day in Washington on April 17-18, 2018. This is an opportunity for
scientists to meet with their members of Congress and discuss the importance of
federal support for biological research and education. SCBNA is a partner with AIBS,
and while we do not have funds to support this travel, if you are interested in
participating, we can help facilitate your connection with AIBS. More information can
be found here.

Call for Nominations: Join the SCBNA Board!

SCBNA is seeking nominations for the following positions:
• At-large board member (two): To represent the wider membership of SCBNA at a
board level and to assist in board activity as required. All Board members are expected
to serve on at least one SCBNA committee and participate regularly in quarterly board
calls and meetings.
• Equity, Inclusion, and Diversity (EID) Officer: To represent the wider membership
of SCBNA at a board level and to serve on the executive committee of the board. The
EID officer chairs the standing Equity, Inclusion, and Diversity Committee and
participates regularly in quarterly board calls and meetings.
The elected representatives will serve a three-year term, beginning 1 July 2018.
The Society for Conservation Biology (SCB) is an international professional
organization dedicated to advancing the science and practice of conserving the Earth’s
biological diversity. The North America Section of the Society for Conservation Biology
(SCBNA) represents the North American continent north of Mexico, including Canada
and the United States. Although Mexico is a member of SCB’s Latin America and

Caribbean Section, SCBNA members collaborate with Mexican colleagues on
transboundary conservation issues. SCBNA works with other scientific societies and
conservation organizations based in North America to advance the application of
science to conservation policy.
We welcome nominations from enthusiastic and diverse SCB North America Section
members with relevant skills and experience for the position they are being nominated.
Self-nominations are welcome.
All nominees must be SCB North American Section members in good standing, and
demonstrate relevant skills and experience to the position being covered. Please refer
to the SCBNA website for further information on the section and activities. Please
contact Jessa Madosky, jmadosky@ut.edu and Jamie Hogberg,
jamie.hogberg@scbnorthamerica.org with additional questions regarding these
positions.
Nominations should include:
• Contact info
• Short biography of a maximum 300 words indicating why they are interested in being
part of the SCB North American Section Board and how their experience relates to the
position for which they are being nominated.
• 100 words max response to the question “What is the biggest challenge facing
conservation scientists in North America?”
• CV or Resume, PDF format, 2 pages max
• High-resolution photo in jpg (headshot or photo in the field)
All nominations should be sent to SCB North American Section Director of Operations,
Jamie Hogberg jamie.hogberg@scbnorthamerica.org by 28 February 2018. Elections
will open in March, and close in mid-April, 2018. Terms will begin 1 July 2018.

SCBNA Board Winter Retreat
The SCBNA Board met this month in Fort Collins, CO for a productive two-day
meeting, focused on further developing the sections’ implementation plan. This
opportunity provided a much-needed face-to-face opportunity for the board and staff to
further develop SCBNA’s work, and build stronger relationships among members.
The board and staff walked through a visualization exercise guided by SCBNA
President Jessa Madosky. With consideration to board, staff, and member capacity,
SCB’s mission and strategic goals, as well as our member’s priority poll, the board and
staff identified top priorities for the next six months, complimenting ongoing work led by
SCBNA staff Jamie Hogberg. For more information and questions on SCBNA’s
strategic and implementation plan, please contact Jamie,
jamie.hogberg@scbnorthamerica.org.
SCBNA’s Strategic Implementation Foci
SI. Advocate support for and facilitate and disseminate conservation science
SII. Increase application of science to management and policy
SIII. Serve the interests of members
SIV. Build and maintain organizational capacity

An unseasonably sunny and warm January day, from left to right: Brett Hartl, Dave Theobald, Jamie
Hogberg (staff), Rebecca McCaffery, Jessa Madosky, Carlos Carroll, Sergio Avila, Karen Root,
Courtney Schultz. Not pictured: Sarah Klain, Kai Chan, Shelley Alexander, Kristin Carden.

Member Spotlight – Arun Dayanandan
Arun Dayanandan’s involvement
with the Society for Conservation
Biology began while he was an
exchange student at the
University of New South Wales in
Sydney, Australia. Inspired by the
work of the Sydney chapter and
their guest speaker series, he
began to write summaries of the
sessions for the chapter’s
website. Upon his return home,
he realized there was nothing
similar to the work of the Society
for Conservation Biology in
Montreal, despite being the second largest city in Canada. In response, Arun founded
the Montreal Chapter of the Society for Conservation Biology with the goal of bringing
together like-minded individuals from across the region to discuss, collaborate, and
implement their conservation goals for the community.
Despite being new, the Montreal Chapter has already collaborated with multiple onand off-campus groups around the city to host a community hike for the Earth Hour
program, a number of film screenings (including hosting the first Jackson Hole WILD
On Tour screening in Canada), and the chapter is now working with a local high school
to design a conservation-focused workshop series. This project will pilot in Spring 2018
with an interactive session seeking input from the community on improvements to the
project at NACCB2018, followed by a full launch later this fall 2018.
When Arun is not busy managing the Montreal SCB Chapter, he is chipping away at a
graduate degree in Biology from Concordia University, and focused on research to
improve survival rates among hatchery-reared fish species when introduced to the
wild, employing methods used in conservation aquaculture.
Learn more about Arun’s research at: http://www.arundayanandan.com

And the Society for Conservation Biology - Montreal Chapter:
http://www.scbmontreal.wordpress.com

Not an SCBNA member? Become one today!
Follow SCBNA on Facebook, Twitter, and visit our website at
www.scbnorthamerica.org
Inquiries: mail@scbnorthamerica.org

SCB North America is a Section of the Society for Conservation Biology, an
international professional organization dedicated to the science and practice of
conserving Earth's biological diversity.
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